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A National Statistics publication  

National Statistics are produced to high professional 

standards set out in the Code of Practice for Official 

Statistics. They are produced free from political 

influence. 

About us 

Office for National Statistics 

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) is the executive 

office of the UK Statistics Authority, a non-ministerial 

department which reports directly to Parliament. ONS 

is the UK government’s single largest statistical 

producer. It compiles information about the UK’s 

society and economy, and provides the evidence-base 

for policy and decision-making, the allocation of 

resources, and public accountability. The Director-

General of ONS reports directly to the National 

Statistician who is the Authority's Chief Executive and 

the Head of the Government Statistical Service. 

Government Statistical Service 

The Government Statistical Service (GSS) is a network 

of professional statisticians and their staff operating 

both within the ONS and across more than 30 other 

government departments and agencies. 

Contacts 

This publication  

For information about the content of this publication, 

contact ONS Geography Customer Services 

Tel: 01329 444971 

Email: ons.geography@ons.gsi.gov.uk 

Other customer enquiries 

ONS Customer Contact Centre 

Tel: 0845 601 3034  

International: +44 (0)845 601 3034 

Minicom: 01633 815044  

Email: info@statistics.gov.uk 

Fax: 01633 652747 

Post: Room 1.101, Government Buildings,  

Cardiff Road, Newport, South Wales NP10 8XG 

www.ons.gov.uk 

Media enquiries 

Tel: 0845 604 1858 

Email: press.office@ons.gov.uk 

 Copyright and reproduction  

Please refer to the 'Address products' section on our 

Licences page for the terms applicable to these products. 

 

TRADEMARKS 

OS AddressBase is a registered trademark of Ordnance 

Survey, the national mapping agency of Great Britain. 
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1. Introduction 

The National Statistics Address Lookup (NSAL) Version Notes contain specific information 

about each 12-weekly release of the address lookup, including details of recent changes that 

have impacted on the data.  Various annexes and tables provide more detailed supporting 

information.  ONS Geography also supplies a User Guide that contains descriptions of the NSAL 

and its contents along with information about the methodologies used, data quality and 

limitations.  Both documents are included with the data as .pdf files. 

2. News 

2.1 A new product 

Ordnance Survey (OS) has recently allowed the 'open' use of the Unique Property 

Reference Number (UPRN) from their AddressBase® product and the NSAL is designed 

to compliment this.  This is the first, 'proper' release of the NSAL, with minor 

presentational changes made after the release of the trial edition in March. 

 
2.2 Geography updates on the NSAL 

The OA lookups that serve as inputs to each release of the NSAL are updated at the end 

of each year.  Therefore, the first release of the NSAL in a given year will generally be 

the first to reflect any geography changes in the previous year.  This release contains 

2014 LAD, ward and LAU2 codes.   
 

3.  UPRN currency  

The NSAL contains UPRNs within GB (excluding Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands 

and the Isle of Man). They are current to the previous six weeks and include both 

current and previous UPRNs. 

The UPRN data in this release of the NSAL relate to AddressBase® Epoch 32 with an OS 

refresh date of 21 May 2015. 

The content of the NSAL is broken down by region, with each being supplied as a 

separate file (with a file each for Wales and Scotland). 

Table 1 shows the number of UPRNs in each of the regions and the file sizes. 

4. Licensing requirements 

You should be aware of the  attribution and sub-licensing requirements associated with 

the use of the AddressBase Open data (from which our address products are derived) 

contained in the OS OpenData Licence, namely that you, the licensee: 

 Must always use the following attribution statements to acknowledge the source of 

the information: 

 Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right [year] 

Contains National Statistics data © Crown copyright and database right [year] 

 Must ensure that the same attribution statements are contained in any sub-licences 

of the Information that are granted, together with a requirement that any further 

sub-licences do the same. 
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Table 1 

Number of UPRNs and indicative file size by region 

 

 

Region UPRN count File size (MB)   

North East 1,556,241 292.4 

North West 4,166,570 782.8 

Yorkshire and 

The Humber 
3,292,331 618.5 

East Midlands 2,664,181 500.5 

West Midlands 3,183,198 598.0 

East of England 3,463,395 650.7 

London 4,659,543 875.4 

South East 4,971,680 934.0 

South West 3,354,024 630.1 

Wales 1,874,603 352.2 

Scotland 3,496,113 656.8 

All 36,681,879 6891.6 

 


