Licensing EA Data and the Hackathon – Q+A
	Why haven’t you provided more/all of your data?


	Before we share data, we check it for:

· Personal data/privacy (Data Protection Act)

· National Security

· Third party licences and Intellectual Property Rights (where we have used third party data to derive our data)

· Legal concerns/proceedings (providing data would impact on the course of justice e.g. by disclosing data we are using in a prosecution)

· Commercial confidentiality (a lot of our data relates to business)

· 

	Why isn’t all EA data Open Data/available under Open Government Licence?
	· The EA is not governed by Crown Copyright. Our data is owned by the EA and is therefore our Copyright

· Use of Open Data under the Open Government Licence has very few conditions (see below in red) :
‘’

You are free to:

· copy, publish, distribute and transmit the Information;

· adapt the Information;

· exploit the Information commercially for example, by combining it with other Information, or by including it in your own product or application.

You must, where you do any of the above:

· acknowledge the source of the Information by including any attribution statement specified by the Information Provider(s) and, where possible, provide a link to this licence;

 If the Information Provider does not provide a specific attribution statement, or if you are using Information from several Information Providers and multiple attributions are not practical in your product or application, you may consider using the following: 

 Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v1.0.

· ensure that you do not use the Information in a way that suggests any official status or that the Information Provider endorses you or your use of the Information;

· ensure that you do not mislead others or misrepresent the Information or its source;

· ensure that your use of the Information does not breach the Data Protection Act 1998 or the Privacy and Electronic Communications (EC Directive) Regulations 2003.
‘’

	Why a non-commercial licence


	We license and make charges for certain data for commercial purposes under the Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations. 
The OGL (see above in yellow) allows commercial re-use so where we license data for commercial purposes we cannot also make it available under the OGL.
However, we do not want to restrict non-commercial use, so we make it available under a non-commercial licence (no charge)



	Why does non-commercial licence restrict ‘external’ use (i.e. external to the person or body licensed to use the data).


	Note that over 50 EA datasets are available under OGL and do not have external restriction.

For data under a Special Licence we do have some obligation to ensure that use is not commercial and that services using e.g. flood risk data are not misleading to the end user.

Although we do need to add in external use permissions particular to the use, our default is that we will give permission unless we have a clear for not doing so. Contact for this is data.info@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

	For DRN and Aerial Photography, why will EA ‘own’ what is produced from these datasets? 
	The DRN (partly owned by OS) and aerial photography (Astrium Ltd.) are datasets owned by third parties. Government and Public Sector use of this data are licensed and paid for under the ‘Public Sector Mapping Agreement’.

The licence (loosly) allows us to provide the data to others as long as the use is helping to deliver our ‘public task’ or again loosely, the reasons why the EA needs the data – i.e. to protect and improve the Environment.

However, it does not allow us to ‘give’ the data to others – hence the reason why the licence we have from the third parties means we own the outputs.

Consider this as being a ‘quasi-contractor’ relationship. A contractor to the EA is in licensing terms part of the EA – hence our contractors can use the EA to develop flood risk plans etc. for us – but we own the flood risk plan.

The alternative is that we do not provide to you for the hackday or that we have to pay significant amounts for you to use the data.

It is not our intention to ‘own’ what you produce. If you produce valuable products that have this thoird party data included in it we will work with you and the relevant third party to get you the permission you need as best we can. We cannot promise this – it is third party data and the final decision will be theirs as to what they do or do not allow. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


